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Cajunfest Is Upon Us!

Only being in a cave for the past month excuses you for not knowing that the
annual PBD Cajunfest is almost here! It's next Saturday afternoon, May 13th, at
Greg Hudson’s in WPB (directions inside). Twenty clams and a side dish ($25
for non-members) gets you in the door, and entitles you to all the ‘bugs, ‘fish and
brew you can handle. You know the drill, so get up to the HBO or order your
tickets on-line at the website.

Club News

At the last meeting, we talked about the officers for the May-April ‘07 term. Con-
grats are in order to Pat Fossett, who'’s our new Vice President, and Nick Mar-
shall, who's agreed to be the official scribe (Secretary) at the General Meetings.
Joe Peters has agreed to remain on as President and Treasurer, so thanks to
him as well for continuing on! New blood is always good, so for those who
haven’t been in the club that long, consider becoming an officer next year. The
energy, enthusiasm and new ideas are always welcome.

We also discussed and set policy on the “no beer sponge” rule, effective starting
next month. Here’s how it will go: If you show up empty-handed, it'll cost you 5
clams. If you bring commercial beer, but no homebrew, it'll run you $1. The
idea is to encourage everyone to bring their homebrew, or at least something to
share. The irony of a very good homebrew turnout at the meeting last month
was not lost on me, either, since | brought this up for discussion. Just about
everyone there brought something of their own, so if that continues, this policy
will needed very infrequently, which for a homebrew club, is as it should be.

And not that | want to enter nag mode, but don’t forget the brewsletter is only as
good as you make it...meaning I'm not able to crank out 5 or 6 articles for each
month, so ¢’'mon, share some of that journalistic talent with the rest of the club!
Almost anything beer-related will work. For example, going on summer vacation
and trying some new brews? Share your experiences with us! OK, enough said
on this topic.

Finally, the new educational format is going over well so far! Thanks to the pres
for discussing Porters at last months’ meeting. We had several good examples
to try, including his award-winner. This month, that bastion of no good, the Evil
One himself, will discuss Belgians and provide some commercial examples, and
include one of his own, for everyone to evaluate. There’s a lot to cover at this
meeting, especially about the Nationals (more on pg 2), so | hope to see you
there!

till next time...
- Andy
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2006 dues are overdue!
Make checks ($25) payable
to PBD and give to Joe Pe-
ters, or Dan-o at the HBO, or
pony up at the PBD website:

www.palmbeachdraughtsmen.com.
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Six weeks out from the Nationals and we’re comin’ along. Thirty of the 50 gals we are providing
for homebrew club night at the Nationals is happily fermenting. This is what's been made so far:
Octoberfest (as an ale), Robust Porter, and Rye-PA (a Rye IPA). We still need to get those last
20 gals done, and quickly, so I'm hoping a few more of y’all will step forward and lend a hand.
We'll be limited to either lighter style ales (e.g. wheats/wits) or other styles that won’t need a lot of
ageing time. We can crank these out at either at the HBO, or if someone wants to host a brew
session at their house, that'd work as well. Let either Joe or Pat know if you'd like to take own-
ership in some of the brew we’ll be serving to homebrewers from around this great nation!

Also, we have 4 confirmed going up to Orlando for all or part of the Nationals. The early bird reg-
istration expires on the 15th of this month, so for those of you still ridin’ the fence, get your tix
now, before they're full-price! There are room-sharing opportunities to help keep expenses down,
and we’ll discuss at the general meeting next week.

As part of our commitment to help out at the Nationals, we’re going to have a Draughtsmen booth
from which to serve our wares on club night, which is on that Friday of the conference. We need
at least 6 members to help serve beer, so we could use a few more members (members signifi-
cant others or friends work as well!) to help us out. If you're planning on going, please let Joe Pe-
ters or Pat know, so we can coordinate the booth responsibilities.

One more volunteer note — we’re also committed to helping out in the hospitality suite for a cou-
ple of hours. Joe is going to check into which time slots are still available, and I'm hoping we
have a good volunteer turnout to represent our fine club! If you can help out, even just for an
hour or two, that'd be greatly appreciated.

The Nationals are not to be missed! There are plenty of informative seminars and numerous beer
tasting events. Plus, you get to hobknob with fellow homebrewers from around the country!l So
c’mon, what are you waiting for? Let's go up en masse, a great time will be had by all!

Please visit:
www.beertown.org or www.cfhb.org for more information or to register.

- Submitted by Beligmo
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11th—General Mtg @ The HBO — 730pm

13th — Cajunfest @ Greg Hudson’s House — 2pm
14th/28th — BJCP Exam Prep Class @ The HBO — 10am
19th — PBD Happy Hour @ The Sandbar — 5:30 pm

Directions:
The HBO is located at 1618 Lathem Rd, in WPB. Take Okeechobee Blvd to just west of
95, and turn south at Church St. Continue straight past the bend in the road, and the shop
will be on your left, about 1/4 of a mile south of the bend.
The Sandbar is located one block east of the FEC railroad tracks (east of 1-95) at 520 For-
est Hill Blvd In West Palm.
Greg Hudson’s house is at 913 Sunset Rd, WPB. Take Parker Ave north from South-
ernBlvd, it's the second street on the left (west). Greg’s driveway is the first on the north
side of Sunset.

And Coming In June...

- 8th - Gen Mtg @ The HBO — 730pm

- 16th - Happy Hour—TBA

- 21st—24th AHA Nationals—Orlando
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